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Edward Milbert, Eſq; Mayor; 
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I the Right V orſhipful the Mayor, 
= the Recorder, the Worſhipful the Alder- 
men, and Capital Burgeſſes of Beverley. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Subje& Matter of this Sermon | 
preach'd before Tou, being mtended _ ||| 
| 
| 


—_ n "% F — — 
4 _ s > — —— — __ — 2 2 — 1 — Rang 
— — ENG OEE 
„„ — 
2 
9 A | ge tf 
9096 — — «Pvt 


f! for a Publick Service m this Town, 
am very 3 ſhould anſwer the | 
d propos'd ; which ſome of Tou ſcemd Il} 
% thmk could not ſo effectually be don, 
it hout the Publication of it. As it is in WI! 
e Power of Thoſe, who defired the Print- Ii 
Wy of it, to make the Advice effectual, Wh 
bon this View J conſented, and hope it 
y excuſe the Badneſs of the Materials, 
Ice they may by your Management be 


ade uſeful to good Purpoſe. 
; J am, 
Tour mod Obliged 
Humble Servant, 


8 * 1 
9 9 


Sam. Johnſton, 
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| Frov. XII 23. 
Mach Food is in the Tillage of 
be Poor: but there ù; that 
i defiroyd for want of 

Judgment. > nee 


ILE the Inhabitants of 

dhe World were few, and 
their Way of Living plain 
and ſimple, the Value of 
Land, and conſequently 
of all other Things, was 
: x little. Their Riches con- 
Wd for the main part in their Cattle, 
i they removed from Place to Place for 
| Conveniency of Paſture, and choſe any 
ere a Reſidence, that was not before oc- 
3 cupied 
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2 The Advantage of 
. cupied by another Proprietor. And 


there was every where Room enou 
all the Inhabitants, their Flocks and Herd 

and Mankind were contented with con 
mon Neceſſaries of Life; no one cou 


1 Ie. poor, or want in t 
and t 


8 an dle Cireumſtanceſ 
here was no Occaſion for the Exerc; mn 


of the Wit, and Iiwentionof Mes, to cot; 
trive Ways and Means of petting a Li rel 
uſeful and convenient Commodities ft; 
was þ b;: 
ſequence of the Curſe, was common to WM; 
The Heads of Families cultivated thq; fe, 
the general Toil, and Travel of Mankin n 
was divided in Property to particull; b 
eſpecial Portion of Part of Mankind on. 


by Art and Induſtry, and the Exchange @ 
In this Period of Time, Labour, the Co 
M 
the Poſterity of him, who was doom * 
cat his Bread in the Sweat of his Fa Her 
own Vineyards, tilled their Fields, ac; 
fed their Cattle, and bore their Share 
But when Men increasd, and the Eariiſh, « 
Perſons, and Families, Trades and Man 
factures became neceſſary, and Labour if 
The Wants the Poor, nd gef . 


thin the Pwr. 6 
Ich, obliged the One to take Fainz in 
e fort of Bulineſs, and, by Artifice and 
rkmanſhip give ſuch a Value to tge 
1 itle they Were Maſters of, as might. in | 


turn, procure what they wanted, and I 
WF: others had Plenty of; and the Others vio 
Wundance enabled them to pay the Price 1 
WLabour, and Reward of Ingenuity. The 
Wecelhities of the One forc'd them to | 
Work, or ſharpen d their Invention, to Il] 
Wike the Wealthy eaſy by their Service, or I 
ntribute to their Amuſement and Di- (I! 
yſion by cunning and artful Contrivan- Il 
oH; and the Wealth of the Other, in Ex- | 
unge, purchas'd them the Conveniencies 1 
cy ſtood in need of. | 1 
Hence Mankind had various Methods of 
fe, accord ing to their Situation and 
Ircumſtances; and as their Neceſſities in- 
asd in Proportion to their Numbers, 
new Devices were ſtill found out 
US Subſiftence, For ev'ry one that is 
Wit poſſeſs'd of an Eſtate in Property, 
Mit betake himſelf for a Maintenance to 
Ine Art or Science, Trade or Merchan- 
ne, or laborious Employment. And 
5 Ih as have Nothing of their own to 
0 4 B barter 
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Means, mu 


Charity of Men. | I 


Childiſh Pleaſure of calling it his oy 


live upon the Improvement of his Landf 
Tradeſmen and Artificers upon the {per 


larger Share: So that 1 in the main Hey 4 


4 'T he Advantage of 


barter for what they want and do nol" 
or cannot {u wg ply this? Want by any of tho | Te 

as Matters now ftand, H. 
Without the Comforts of Life, unc 
ſupported by the Goodneſs of God, 


In "His OEconomy the Divine Provif 1 Far 
dence may leem uncqual with reſpect 
particular Families, or ſingle Perſons: blt 


in Regard to the Whole Communnty, nf 1 
thing could have been contrived wiſh 8 
greater Wiſdom, Goodnels and Juſti' 
than this Diſtribution of Mankind in i ig 
rious Circumſtances, Nor is the Diff Ii 
portion, if duly conſider'd, fo much 
it appears to be. A Great, or Rich Me 
however envied for his Abundance, Þ 1 
joys nothing of that Abundance, excq be 
the beholding it with his Eyes, or q Ir 


more than another, whe has bare Necellf Por t 
ries. His Tenants, and their Famil}"*! 


ell 
Ne C 
S:ry 
up 
nd 1 


ing of his Rents ; and in this Ex 
his Servants and PE Rake have coun 


Wo 


Employing, the Poor. 5 


enty to the Uſc and Subſiſtence of a 
heat many others, an Inſtrument under 
Jod to encourage the Labour of the 
Wountryman, and promote the Commerce 


I the Citizen; himſelf enjoying no more 


count, which a wiſe Man would not 


5 {| at the Trouble of obtaining and at- 


inding. And in this Diſpenſation the 
Vor are not to be thought neglected or 
Hrgotten, tho? they be poſſeſs'd of no- 
ung to ſubſiſt themſelves, or to give in 
| Weturn for the Things they need, becauſe 
ey have by God's Appointment a Right 
TW a Share of the Superfluities of others: 
Ile World was made for, and is ſufficient 
Y maintain all that dwell upon it; and 
at None may be deſtitute of ſome Pro- 
portion, God has given us inward Diſpo- 
ions of Tenderneſs and Humanity, as 
hell as outward Affluence and Plenty. 
r y and Diſtreſs, and conſequently are 
W'poſed to pity and relieve the Indigent 
Unfortunate, To promote this na- 
50 B 2 tural 


ut the Diſpenſer and Retailer of his 


an Meat, Drink and Cloathing ; except a 
&wVanitics andGaieties be taken in to the 


Je cannot help being affected with Mi- 
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6 The Advantage of 
tural ' Temper of Benevolence and Cha bib 
rity, God has added the Promiſe of Ref 
wards temporal and eternal; and furtheifers 
to ſecure our Performance of this Dutyſſhre: 
has denounced the moſt ſevere CurlWeg: 
againſt the Unmerciful. Fic] 
Agreeable to this Deſignation of tier 
great Governour and wile OEconomi 1 
of the Worid, our Lawgivers have fr 
quently made Proviſion for the InterelWHer 
of the Poor, and ſubjected all who aff > 
able to contribute by a general Tax ij 
their Maintenance. But there has fo 
merly been this common Defect in 
the Laws made for that Purpoſe ; thi 
tho" they ſecured a Support for the Poof 
vet they were contrived rather to keq; 
them ſo, and upon the Account of thun 
Proviſion to encourage others to becon 
{o, than to better the Condition of tho 
that were already Neceſſitous, and preveMf 
others from falling into the like unhap 
Circumſtances. But of late the Wiſdo 
of the Nation has been employ to co 
trive more ſuitable Means not only 
maintaining the Poor, but of obligs T. 
ſturdy idle Vagrants to work for their b _ FF 


” & 
* 
7 4 


Employing the Poor. 
Pubſiſtence, and educating the Children 
Bf the Indigent to Buſineſs, 3 
hereby for the preſent the Number, an 
preventing for the future the Increaſe of 
Mczears, to the Eaſe and Relief of the 
Richer Sort, to whom the former Laws 
ere become a Grievance, 
$1 This Method had firſt been attempted 
Gy ſome particular Places, whole Poor 
Acre ſo numerous and burdenſome, that 
f Neceſlity ſomething was to be done, 
W well for their Support, as the Relief 
off thole who contributed; ſome of 
hom muſt in Time have wanted, what 
hey were forc'd to give, or at leaſt have 
ter d very much in their Buſineſs, had 
Mot ſome Method of Prevention been 
thYbund out. And the Succeſs of thele 
>nlcticular Corporations, in their Provi- 
hoon for the Indigent, and ſaving to them- 
veWlves in the Decreaſe of their Rates, has 


apWiven Occaſion to a General Law, where- - 


do every Community is empower'd to 

coFpilow the Steps of Thoſe, who have led 
Je Way with Succels. 1 

gi The Increaſe and Charge of the Poor 

ol and has been, for many Years, 9 

cub . 
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8 The Advantage of 


of general Complaint, and we bear oui for 

Share in the Common Burden : Give mq 
Leave therefore to perſuade you, (ſinca ie 
by Law you are enabled, and in Prudencꝗ Hab 

obliged) to take ſome Effectual Care, foi 
the better Maintenance of our prelen@ 
Poor, for the Employment of fuck a 
ſtarve for Want of Buſineſs, and for th 
leſſening of their Number for the Time tq; 
come; and thereby to conſult your ow 
Fale and Intereſt in their AdvantazÞ 
And this ſurely will not be thought af 
1mproper Subject for the Pulpit, which 
is intended, and may be managed, no 
only as a Kindnels to Ourſelves, but a B& 
nefcial Charity to the Souls and Bodie 
of the Neceſſitous. = 
ene is much Food in the Tillage of H,, 
Poor ; their Labour, if prudently en 
ploy'd, may tend to their great Benet 
and ſave conſiderably to the Public 
But there is that is deſtroy d for Want @ 
Judgment, either by not applying to B 
ſineſs at all; which is the Caſe of man 
who rely intirely upon the Pariſh AF 
lowance, and live wretchedly, rathf 
than mend that Subſiſtence by — ov 
I ne 


Employing Ne Poor: 0 9 


f Vork; or elſe by chooſing a wrong ſort 
pf Buſin els, ſuch as they are not capable 
If, or the Profit does not anſwer their 
8 ö Labour. In this Cale, if prudent Overſeers 
Jive the Direction of their Work, it may 
e contrived. fo as to proye uſeful; and 
ae Produce of their Labours be diſposd 
ef to better Advantage, when managed 
Wy diſcreet Perſons, and ſupported by a 


* poor themſelves, who cannot {o well 
adge of, or wait a Market ; but mult diſ- 

pꝛſe of it to the firſt Bidder for Support, 

r want Support. 

WM The Words contain Two Propoſitions, 
e Benet of the Labour of the Poor ; 
nd, The Miſchief of Idleneſs, or I 

| ads a By 72 ineſs. 

And in the further Conſideration of 
them, I ſhall endeavour to prove, 


may he made of the Work of the Poor, 
to themſelves, and to the Community, 


b:blick Stock, than it r can 5. by 


f Firſt, The Benefit and Advantage that- 


Secondly, 
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10 The Advantage of 


Secondly, The Diſadvantage and Ill Cul 

 Jequence of Want of Judgment, eh 
mm Downright Idleneſs, or (what is a 
mol as bad ) Unprofitable Labour. 


And then ſhall I ſhall apply the Whe 
with Relation to the Particular Cl 
cumſtances of this Place, 


Firſt then, I am to prove, The Ben ee 
fit aud Advantage that may be made 
the Work of the Poor, to themſelves, a 
to the Community. 5 
We cannot but be ſenſible, that a gre 
Part of the Riches of the Nation 
owing to the Labour and Induſtry of t 
Inhabitants. The Land Rent and Pr 
duce of the Earth might probably fu 
port the People in Life, could they | 
contented to live with the ſame Si 
plicity and Frugality, as the primiti 
Inhabitants of the Old World; or ev 
as the Antient Occupiers of this Iſlar 
before the Roman Conqueſts introdu 
with foreign Arts and polite Manne 
foreign Luxury, and ſtudied Extravaganſ 


) , 


; Employing the Poor. 11 
Wat tis notorious, that at this Time the 
pences far exceed the Natural Pro- 
Mit ; and that we are able to ſubſiſt in 
much Plenty, Pomp, and ſuperffuous 
njoyments, muſt be aſcribed to the ad- 
Itonal Value, that is giv'n to the Ma- 
rials of our Produce by the Labour of 
Ir Artificers; without which we could 
Wither uſe theſe Materials our {elves in 
e Service we want, nor adapt them to the 
geſſities and Occaſions of foreign Coun- 
Ws, and reap the Gain of a profitable 


by 


port, and Commerce. 

For Inſtance, the Materials of a Clock 
reſß Watch are of no Eſteem in Compari- 
1 MW to the Workmanſhip, the main Part 
till the Price is for the Labour. The 
Priffine is obſervable in the fineſt Works of 
fuhr Wool, Minerals and othet Manufac- 
y Ws, where there is the leaſt Stuff and 
Su of Labour, there is the higheſt Value, 
utiſocr, Glaſs and Earthen Ware are made 
cv of Things in themſelves worth no» 
1laring, and yet by the Skill and Diligence 
luc the Workman raiſe a conſiderable Re- 
neue, and keep and enrich many Fami- 
ans. So that it muſt be the great * 
» | 'S | ot 


— — 2 — tt 24 — — ———— 2 


in employ'd. Things not manufactur 


brings A dvantage to the ſeveral Workm 


i2 The Advantage of 
of a People to encourage Labour, th 


Produce of which is ſo much clear Gail. 
to the. Publick, and it ought to be tf: 
elpecial Care of a Government to couſ Ci 
tenance all ſuch Trades as are thus carriq nc 
on, hot only becauſe of the neat Prof 


but by Reaſon allo of the Numbers therſſ 
21. thro few Hands, and yield but lit 
ain; Whereas Manufactures ſubſiſt M 
31 FL HP | "F1 | 4% nates ot. 
titudes, and ev ry {everal Employme 


And herein is the great Benefit to tha! 
Poor, that ſo many Families are mz 
tain d, and that. a few Merchants 
able to employ, and thereby ſubſiſt maler 
Thouſands, who without that Work wohn 
become Burdens. to themſelves and bei 
Common: Wealth, And the Advantage rp 
the Publick conlills in this, that they If 


easd, of the Charge of keeping idle Fu 


uſeleſs People; that thoſe very PeopldFihc 


the {pending of their Wages contribut@urr 
the Support of ſeveral others, with whiſra 
they have occalion to trafhck for Mfivhc 
Drink, and Cloathing: And thoſe aFFart 


by that Profit are enabled to trade Wfters 


tate 


0 Employing the Poor. 13 
i beir Correſpondents, and allow: them a 
tain in what they buy; and hereby a 
ul (irculation of Trade and Profit is pro- 
iI noted throughout the Kingdom. Which 
advantage is further improv'd by the 
Merchant, who exports the Produce and 
lanufactures of our''own Nation, and 
frings back again more Work for the Em- 
loyment of the Poor, in fuch Commo- 


lities as are not manufactured; and more 
Wuſineſs for Tradeſmen in ſuch as are. So 
hat the Labour of the Poor is the main 
heel, the Firſt Mover in the great Ma- 
hine of Trade, and Buſineſs. And it 
herefore is ſo, becauſe as they are educated 
n a penurious and hardy Way of Life, 
heir Wants lie in a little Compals, their 
M:pences are low, and therefore they can 
ford their Labour cheap, ſo as to leave 
Nacheient Room for the Gain of thoſe 
Irho employ them, and enable them to 
arry on either a Domeſtick or Foreign 
Trade; in the firſt of which, beſide thoſe 
ho are. immediately concern'd/in lome 
Part of the Buſinels, a great many Por- 
Alters and Carriers are employ'd to the Sub- 
tFiltcnce of ä and Families; and 

2 in 
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14 The Advantage of © 


in the latter an infinite Number of Sailfict 
lors with the like Benefit to them and it! 
theirs: And conſequently in both to tha lad 
Hence appears the great N eceſſity anq in 
Uſefulneſs of finding Employment foſſe 
ſuch as are able and yet want Work, and ac 
are ready to periſh for want of ſom 
Work. 5 If they be not hired 48 Labour 1 joke 
they muſt be idle; and if they have na) 
Stock of their own, they cannot emploi the 
themſelves. And a many ſuch there arp. 
amongſt us; and when we reflect, thalhe; 
they are ſupported intirely at our Expenc ra 
we muſt judge it prudent to find EmRnd 
ployment r them, as well for our ow ali 
Eaſe, as their Subſiſtence, For in all Lin, 
bour there is Profit, elpecially when thol N 
are made to eat the Labour of their owWen, 
Hands, who were before maintain d at tile 
Charge of others; all the Advantage thallii; 
is gain d by their Work, is ſo much clead 
to thoſe who kept them, and they mult ele 
very meanly employ d if they yield nh 
Profr. 2.8 b St fo 4. 

Suppoſing at firft they cannot fnilllf - 
any Work fine enough for A Marke Or 


vo 
Pl 1 ; 
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Employing the Poor. 15 
Jet they may be fo far inſtructed 
Meiither in the Linen, or Woollen Manu- 
acture, as immediately to cloath them- 
elves, and by degrees learn to improve 
Mn ſaleable Ware. And their Work may 
e ſo diſtributed according to their Ca- 
cities when placed together in one 
aWoule, as none but the Sick and very Im- 
:otent may want Employment. Some 
my ferve as Nurſes for the Children, 
thers do the Buſineſs: of. the Houſe. 
pme may be hired out to ſuch as want 
eir Service, and others work at the 
rades to which they were brought up. 
Ind the reſt, as they are able, be kept to 
ulineſs of ſuch fort as may turn to 
me Account. R To's 
Hence. alſo appears the great Reaſona- 
eneſs of providing for, and maintain- 
the Poor, when after a Life of hard 
nabour and Service they are grown old 
lead decrepit : They are not to be deem'd 

Wells Members of the Common-Wealth, 
ho have in their Yonth and Vigour 
. Witributed ſo largely to the general 
ud. Without the Aſſiſtance of the 
KWorcr Sort, the Merchant and Tradeſ- 

bp man 
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man cannot raiſe an Eſtate, nor can h 1 
who1s Maſter of One, live with Comforf 

and Pleaſure, if they do not for tym: thi 
meaner . and Drudgeries of Life 

And therefore as the Providence of Go. 

has appointed ſuch an Inequality 1 bf 
Service of Mankind, and they who i 

|| herit the Labours of the People c 

well ſubſiſt without it; that © Oni 
Men, who are .doom'd to want, and ] 
bour, tho Poor yet making many Ric] 
are by no Means to be neglected; but tl 

Old, Sick and Weak among them ougll 
to be taken Care of by hoſe be 


able. a 
I proceed now, 
Secondly To prove the Diſudoantage e 4 
I Conſequence of Want of Judgme 
either m;DoWwnright Idlenels, 
what 15 almas as _ ) VO 
_ Labour, | 


Tis a great PAR that the cl 
dren of the Poor are often bred up to 
Buſineſs at all; or too frequently are 
out to ſuch Employ ments, as are not 


| preeabie- ro their Inclinations or Co 
tutic 
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lutions; or elſe are bound to ſuch Trades 
are overſtockt, ſo as either to want 
Work, or be engaged in ſuch Labour as 
; unprofitable; And this Misfortune is 
ring ſometimes to the Negligence and 
areleineſs of Parents; ſometimes is the 
ect of Chance, when the Parents are 
nilling to embrace the firſt Opportunity 
at offers of placing their Chile 

ey ihould not afterwards meet with a- 
Yother, not diſtinguiſhing whither the 
ulineſs be proper or no. The Firſt is a 
candalous and wicked Behaviour of Pa- 
ents, for which they mult. an{wer to 
Pod, and account for the Miſcarriage 
nd Unhappinels of their Children. And 
this Practice muſt of Neceſſity have an 
Effect upon the Community, it ought 
0 be. prevented, where there is a Power 


S, do it; and ſuch a Power is by Act of 
arliament giv'n to Pariſh Officers. As 


o the Other which is the Indiſcretion of 
rents, and occaſion'd by the meaneſs of 
Heir Circumſtances, they are rather. to be 
tO Fiticd for the Neceſſity, than altogether 
le Hamed for the Conduct. But how- 
nongper as the Publick may and does _ 
5 * 


tic 


dren, leſt 


| | . 1 i ; 72 
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dy for this ought alſo to be applied 
where there is an Opportunity of doing 
thority be duly executed, this ill Eff 


And the Neceſſity of applying ſom 
Remedy to theſe Misfortunes will be evi 
dent, if we conſider the ill Effects of Idle 
neſs, whither it proceed from a viticuf 
Education, or from the diſlike or wan; 


evil, and from our original Corruptiof 


citations of ill Company; the weary Momeni 


by this Method of Proceeding, a Remdl, 


it; and if the Powers eſtabliſn'd by Auf 


might alſo 'be'prevented. 


of Buſineſs, We are naturally inelin d tf 


derive a Proneneſs to Iniquity; ſo tha 
without ſome Employment, we are under 
Neceſlity, as it were of becoming whal 
by Nature and Original Corruption we aff 
diſpoſed to be. If deſtiture of Buſineſs, wi 
immediately fall into Habits of Vice an 
Wickedneſs: An idle Perſon is an eaſy Co 
queſt to the Temptations of Satan, and Soll 


ol an indolent Life are ſuch a Burden t 

| \ 1 ' \. - 
the Slothful, that their only Endeavour 
how to loſe themſelves, and paſs away the 
tedious Hours without Obſervation ard RM 
flectian. Hence Gaming, Drunkenneſs, Exc 


479 


Br te oY 


ind Riot, and all the pernicious 550 
ons, and ill Practices, that deſtroy the 
| Fortunes, Souls and Bodies of the ynwary 
bebauchees, and are the Peſt. of Hutnane 
Pociety. For when thoſe miſerable. Wret- 
ches have no Fund to anſwer all the De- 
mands of an extravagant Luxury, they run 
Into wicked Courſes for a Supply of their 
WVants; and unable to dig, or aſhamed to 
beg, they apply to readier Ways of getting, 
Filkering and Stealing Fraud and Violence; 
nd either too idle or ignorant to ſubſiſt 
o heir own Labours, live upon the Spoil 
haf their Neighbours. And when in Pro- 
r els of Time they become habituated to 
allo Evil, they ſo 2 loſe the Freedom of 
A teir Will and the Judgment of their Un- 
| lerſtandin 2s neither to choole for them- 
elves nor © adviſed by others to what is 
Wood, nor even to be forc'd to their own 
uf ſtereſt, They are ſo inttrely led Captive 
en, the Devil at his Will, and ſe a d unto 
eſtruction, as not to be infſuenc d by Re- 
Pious Motives without a Mirzcle of Di- 
Hine Grace. And the Temporal Miſchiefs 
p Wn Inconveniences, tha: neceſſirily fol- 
Wo” ſuch Behaviour in the Suffering and 


* Lilgrace 


if at their Deaths they ſhall leave a miſ 
Table and diſtreſs'd Family, in all the Y 


claim the Benefit of the Law. 


20 The 3 of 
eee of the guilty Perſons, and if 


the Ruin of their Families, gives them n Wrid: 
Manner of Pain or Uneaſineſs; ; becauf the 
they are ſenſible, whenever they ſhall thr Pee 
IF Age be incapable of ſubſiſting an ere 
longer upon vile Practices, or by Intenſ ny 
perance have ruin'd their Conſtitution 


ent 
and thence become Objects of Charity, q 82 
N 


nec 
Cafes the Law has made Proviſion for Sul ha 


port, the Pariſh | is bound to maintain therifhe 


This gives em Encouragment, and how te 


ever undeſerving, they inſolently dare Mol 


Thus is Id leneſs the Foundation of me | Id 
of thoſe Vices, which ruin the - Guilt + 
and thence become a Burden to the Inn the 
cent; when People unable to maintaf Ind 
themſelves by unveils Labour, choc e 
rather to be Idle than Labour in VaiMy: 
or elle ſlothful by Temper, and deſirofih; 
to live by any Means rather than workith 1 
by an = ine? unavoidable Neceſſity, mi] 
either ſtarve or ſubſiſt by Villany. AM 
whereas moſt Men are more ſenſible F 
their preſent W Wants, than 14 1 
Vid: 


2 
ve. 
2 
NY 
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Mrident againſt future Eternal Sufferings ; 
therefore it happens that the Cravings and 
Mieeds of the Body prevail againſt the In- 
Wicreſts of the Soul, and they will hazard 


7 


5 


ny Thing, rather than not ſatisfy their 
ſenſual Appetites, and indulge importu- 
nate and clamorous Deſires. LO © 
g Now no Cure can be ſufficient to re- 
nedy this great and common Evil, but 
uf hat ſtrikes at the Root, and takes away 
e firſt Cauſe. And *twould be in vain to 
tempt it, without finding Buſinels for 
Woſe People, contriving for {ach as are 
Filling, Work that will turn to account, 
nqqnd forcing the obſtinately Idle to Labour 
l the Execution of Legal Puniſhments, 
Where nothing elſe will be effectual. 
tad I am perſuaded that fuch as now 
oe in Sloth and Idleneſs, when they 
are for a while been accuſtom'd to 
rofWſineſs, will not find in it the Toyl and 
kun culty they apprehend , but by Uſe 
mu! learn to take Delight and Pleaſure in 
All There is certainly leſs Trouble than 
le N ſtroling about from Place to Place; 
pi the Attendance that is often giv'n 
del a Piece of Bread, or a Cup of Drink, 

4 D 2 18 
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| would have purchaſed more in the ſamg/- 
Time, which argues great Want of Judg# 
ment in thoſe poor, Creatures, and ſheyg 

the Inconvenie ncięs, that; moſt part of 


4 
boo 
3 

Ts 

F 

* 
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em fall into, when left to their own C 
duct. In like Manner, when he that ftolſ 
the Effect of Nant and Idleneſs) learns ti 
teal no more, but labours working with hi 
own, Hands the Thing which is go 
nd gets, not only ſufficient for himſelſj ou 
ut that he may have to give to him th 
needeth, (which probably would be ti lit 
Cale, if the Poor were bred to and conſtan 
Iy employ'd in Buſineſs) he will find g 
much Difference in the Way of Life, as 
bleſs God and his Benefactors, to praiſe ai Ch 
purſue his own Happinefs in the Chang im 


of his Condition. 
And now Having ſhown the Aduant e 


and Diſadvantage of the Two Ful 
poſitions in. my Text, I go on, t 


5 * 
ae 
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1 

| 

Ikoor, and thoſe we complain are ev'ry | 
pay increaſing upon us. But we ſhould | 
have a great deal more Reaſon for our | 

J Complaints, were it not that many of | 


our Poor are taken off our Hands by pri- | 
ate Charities. The Truſtees of the Cha- | 
uty-School maintain, educate, and put out 
o Buſineſs, ſeveral Children ev ry Lear; 
und notwithſtanding the unreaſonable _ | 
6 , Objections of ſome againſt this Sort of [ 
all Charity, and the Conduct of it, ſure 1 | 
Im *tis a common Benefit. The Chil | 
ren are inſtructed for a competent time 
Jin the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- | 
on, and the Duty they owe to the Ci- 
Fil Government; they are taught Reading, | 

Priting and Accounts in ſuch a Meaſure, | 
is may be uſeful in their low Station of 
fe, and then placed out to the Sea, 
Rusbandry, or ſome Mechanic Bulinels 
tor their future Maintenance. And tis | 
evident 


1 
. E 


24 The Advantage of * 
evident this Proviſion for them muſt bM af 
a Relief to the Publick, as it faves th - 
preſent Expence of keeping thoſe ver rp 
Children, and prevents for the futurd o 

their becoming 3 Mr. Marton en- 
Hoſpital maintains ſx poor Women, and ede 
a great many Boys are Yearly put tre 
Trades by his Benefaction; and by thMe: 
Addition made by Sir Michael Marton, af hre 
many or near as many Men may be in 
tirely ſupported, The Schools for Sew 


lac 
ing, Knitting, Spinning, and Bone-Lacel 
Working, for which we are oblig'd to th 
Charity, and Piety of good and pruden N p | 
Perſons, ſhew us a Method how to eduf em 
cate our Youth of One Sex to Induſtry's 
and profitable Labour, as our Charity Fd 
School does for the Other Sex; and would fr 
we improve upon thoſe Examples, we! 
have a Specimen how the reſt of our" 
Poor may be maintain'd in a Religious l 
Honeſt and Frugal Manner, and be ma" 
naged ſo as to contribute to their own eh 
Support. Theſe Methods have leſſenqd 


greatly the Number of Strolers, and would 
we make em general, our Streets would 


bon be clear'd of Beggars, to our own 
ae and Credit, and their Comfort. 

a Al) Beginnings are difficult, both in the 
IVpence. and finding out ſuitable Methods 
i make the Expence anſwer the True In- 
V enrion; it requires Judgment and Know- 
Wedge in Buſineſs, to diſcern what Manufac- 
| ; lines are proper for the Employment of the 
Woor, what Materials are moſt eaſily pro- 
1 is and what Produce may be vended 
e the beſt Advantage in any particular 
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ice. But as the Society for promoting 
iriſtian Knowledge in their Zeal to forward 
* good Work, that may be ſerviceable 
n P Mankind, have collected and publiſh'd 
ju pme of the beſt Accounts of the Methods, 
at have been taken in the Work-houſes al- 
| lady erected in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
ſis not to be doubted, but ſome of thoſe Ac- 
Pounts may ſo well ſuir the ſpecial Circum- 
hut ances of this Town, as to ſerve for our Di- 
us ſcion, when we ſhall in earneſt apply our 
Thoughts and Endeavours to ſo good and be- 
wil efcial a Work. Which ſurely we muſt be 
Wy iſpoſed to do, when we ſee 10 many Inſtan- 
s of the happy Effects of ſuch Proceedings, 
N which 


26 The Advantage of 


in it, may be maintain d at leſs ExpencÞ 1 


F bahey. Vice and Wickedneis will 


"thoſe that live in them, a dertrr "Senſe 


"Chriſtian, and their Attendance upon = 
Ordinances of the Church more frequent 25 


which ander the greateſt Diſadvantages hay 
never fail d of producing ſome good Effect 
But ſuppoſing our Attempts ſhould ng 
anſwer in the Article of Profit; which canne 
be ſuſpected, becauſe ſeveral Families living i 
Common together, were there nothing all 


05 
x 


han when divided in ſeveral rig ; "> , 


they will be attended with ſo many oth@ 
Conveniences, as to make it well worth 6 2 
While to buy, build, or hire publick Wor ; 
houſes for the Entertainment and Empl 
ment of our Poor. Becauſe under a abt ig 
Inſpection, none can want the Neceſſities Þ 
Lite, none can be Idle; Children will off” 
be neglected and abandon'd as they are if Joo 
often by Pariſh Nurſes ; Piophancneſs a Tas 


alhamed and diſcountenanced; and the col 
ſtant daily Prayers, reading of che Scriptuff 
and other good Books to be enjoyn'd as ti 
common uſage of ſuch Houſes, will gi 


their Duty, and a truer Noridit of Religic 
ſo as to make their Lives more regular al 


% 
N 5 
3 
E * 
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wn Management; and thus the Intereſts 
If Religion and the Civil Society be at 


5 Snce conſulted, and provided for. 
an Act of the Ninth of his Majeſty 


ling G E ORG E, the Church - Wardens 
Id Overſeers of the Poor, with the Con- 


Art of the major Part of the Pariſhioners, 


n Veſtry, or other publick Meeting, are 
Empowered to purchaſe or hire a Work- 
Jouſe or Houſes, to contract for Jodging, 
li | untaining, and employing of the Poor, 
p take the Benefit of their Work for their 
| mmon Ule ; and to ſtrike out. of the 
Poor's Lift all ſuch as ſhall refuſe to be fo 
dg d, maintain'd and employ d. So that 
ing thus authorized, there wants on ly 
con actual Exerciſe of this Power to do, 
zul hat I have endeavoured to ſhew uſeful 
d advantageous to our ſelves, and the In- 
oil vent among us. And thus may we make 
e enefit of the Poor's Work, to their great- 
giq Comfort and better Support, and yet 
& Hen our Pariſh Rates: Which may lerve 
r the Application of the firſt Propoſition 
this Diſcourſe. ; 


1 
te 
a 


nore ſincere, than when left to their 


28 . The Advantage of 
As to the Second, the Diſadvantage and p 
Jil Conſequence of Idleneſs, whether Vol 
luntary, or of Neceſſity; I muſt more elpeY 1s 
ceially addreſs my ſelf to You the Mag: ' | 
ſtrates for the Cure and Remedy of th q 
Evil, becauſe That in a great Meaſure wil 
ſpan upon the Exerciſe of your Authoſ * 
Rate the Methods already prof Yar 
po on fail of Succels. Im 
All Crimes whatever are Oſteuces Ji: 
gainſt God, and as ſuch liable to the Pd Ya 
Pale of Divine Laws; ; but ſome hau ne 
fide an immediate Relation to the CWWth 
vil Society : And Juſtice requires, this 
where an Injury is done directly to thifPu 
Civil State, there the Civil Magin i 
ſhould have an immediate Power of cis 
ercing and puniſhing ſuch Iniquity, thre: 
the Publick may not ſuffer Damage. Non 
Idlenels alone is a Detriment to t tf] 
Community, and as ſuch the Dutch hafen 
by Law provided Remedies againſt uc 
and Puniſhments for it. And hence ſr 
is, thoſe States, who have little Land Wl 
their own, and conſequently want Pie 
dvct to ſubſiſt themſelves, or trade wilfiel: 
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others, yet by dilconraging Lazineſs, ar: 
oh 
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Af promoting Induſtry, maintain an infinite 
oÞ Namber of People. Of ſo great Effect 
el is Labour and Diligence under the pro- 
zi per Reſtraints, and ſuitable Encourage- 
1K) ments of a Legiſlature. 
iy Herein our Laws are defective in ſome 
ofMeafure ; for tho? our Poor have more 
roland better Materials for their Employ- 

ment and Subſiſtence, yet we labour un- 
der greater Inconveniencies. But as I | 
Pe ö have oblerv'd, that Idleneſs naturally and | 
auf neceſſarily ends in Wickednels, and that | 
CWthe Crimes, which are the Conſequence of | 
tha ot /, are of ſuch à kind, as to injure the 
thiWfublick, here is Occaſion for the Magr- | 
rate, and here he has Power to exerciſe 
his Authority; and by ſeverely animad- 
rerting upon the Il} Effect;, he may have 
n Influence upon the Cauſe, For all Pu- 
uiſhments are intended to teach the Of- 
fender by his Sufferings to {tn no more, 
nd to warn others by the Example not to 
ce Nommit the ſame or like Crime, left they 

d Allo incur the Penalty. And therefore if | 
t Price Laws againſt Immorality and Propha- 
wifzels have a due and regular Execution, 
;, Mranſgreſſors will not dare to be fo imon- 
pl LO. dent 


[2 


30 The Advantage of 
dent and open as they are and have been in 
the Practice of Iniquity. Fear would curl 
he, publick Scandal, and conſequently 
ake off ſome part of the Practice, and 
zrobably by degrees the outwardReſtrain® 
would aboliſh, however it certainly would 
leſſen the ſecret Commiſſion of Wickednel 
The Drunkard therefore, the Thief, thi 
Common Swearer, and other Lewd Offers 
ders, onght to be made Public Example 
that the Law may become, what it is dq 
ſignd to be, a Terror to Evil Doers. An 
therefore ev*ry weak or corrupt Magiſtrat 
who either thro' Indolence or bale View 
ſuffers the Wicked to go unpuniſh'd, nq; 
only betrays his Truſt, but is an{werabÞ 
to God and the Community for the . 
Conlequences. os: 
Next to the Perſons of the Offende 
ſome Care ought to be taken of the Houlfg V1 
of Entertainment, where vile Practiq;th 
are committed, and vile Perſons ruins 
Publick Houles as they afford Recepti@ 
for Travellers, and ſupply the weary 1W{el 
bonrer with that Refréſhment he can of be 
conveniently have at Home, are uſeful ain 
tolerable ; but when they degenerate Mia 
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Ito Tipling, Gaming and Baudy. Houſes, be- 
1 | come common Nuſances, and devour the 
Subſiſtence, which many poor ſtarving Fa- 
milies want at Home, The Gains of ſuch 
places are the Loſs of the Publick, they 
Iq get the Wages of the Labourer, and the 
{Pariſh is forc'd to keep the Wife and Chil- 
h&\dren, and the Man von when his Strength 
ind Subſtance are gone. In granting there- 
fore ſuch Licences the Magiſtrate ought 
to be very cautious in the Choice of mo- 
deſt and diſcreet Perſons, and take Care 
afterwards that their Houſes be regular 
ind orderly; and eſpecially not to ſuffer 
over many in the Buſineſs, becauſe if there 
be more than can live in an honeſt and 
{reputable Way, they will for their own 
{Advantage contrive Means to draw in the 
Van wary and idle Perſon; and furniſh the 
uh yvitious with Opportunities of ſpending 
iq; their Fortunes to the common Netriment, 
iinWas well as their particular Undoing, 

L have in this Diſcourſe conhned my 
elf moſtly to prudential Onde 
anngdecauſe the Subject naturally led me to it. 
1] at 4N ind the religious Principles of Charity I 
te Miave often inſiſted upon in other Diſ- 

tc COur ſes, 


32 The Aduamage of 
courſes, and therefore thought it not aff}. 
cCeſſary to repeat them in this. But give m 

Leave in purſuance of the Method I hau 
taken, to oblerve further, that the Pr. 
Miſes of God to the charitable extend ti 
this World as well as the next; and tha 
in the Proſecution of this Charity I hai 
recommended, there is a certain Proſpeſ 
of Temporal Advantage, of ſaving to o 
ſelves, while we make a better Proviſiq 
for the weak and aged of the Poor, whils! 
we employ the Idle to work for their o ). 

Maintenance, and manage the Educatiq; 

of the young and Ignorant to uſeful an 
holy Purpoſes, ſo as to enable them to 4 
bour for their own Support, and at the 


ſame Time teach them to be wiſe unt 
Salvation. | 4 

But I would by no Means have it thought 
that religious Principles ought not to hai 
the greateſt Weight with us in this Aﬀaith 
for if we proceed herein upon the MF 
tives of Obedience to God's CommanE 
ments, and a firm Reliance upon his Pris 
miles, eſpecially thoſe of eternal Reward 
this will Inſpire us with Courage and R&| 
ſolution Superior to all Difficulties, ani 


Employing the Poor, 1 
nahe Force of Religion, in Conjunction 

Frith the Arguments of Worldly Wiſdom, 
Will give ſuch a Spirit of Zeal and Una- 
MWimity, as muſt engage us to undertake 
his Work of Charity, and muſt give Suc- 
els to our Undertaking. 


| Now to GOD, the Defender of the 
Tor, who is the Father of the Father- 
leſs, and pleads the Cauſe of the Wi- 
dow, be aſcrib'd, as is due, all Honour, 
Glory, Praiſe, Majeſty and Dominion 
henceforth and for evermore. Amen. 
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